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Nomination of Lou E. Dantzler To Be a Member of the National
Commission on America’s Urban Families

July 21, 1992

The President today appointed Lou E.
Dantzler, of California, to be a member of
the National Commission on America’s
Urban Families. This is a new position.

Currently Mr. Dantzler serves as execu-
tive director of the Challengers Boys and
Girls Club in south central Los Angeles. He
founded the Challengers Club in 1968 in
the aftermath of the Watts riots. The club
provides activities, including arts and crafts,
sports, health instruction, and field trips to
nearly 2,200 members, ages 6 through 17.
The success of the Challengers is due in

large part to a commitment to strong fami-
lies and parental involvement. On May 8,
1992, President Bush recognized the Chal-
lengers Club as the 766th Daily Point of
Light. Mr. Dantzler has received numerous
awards for his dedicated work with children,
including an NAACP Image Award in 1990,
and he was the recipient of the 1991 L.A.
Sentinel Outstanding Organization of the
Year.

Mr. Dantzler served in the Air Force
from 1956 to 1960. He is married, has two
children, and resides in Los Angeles, CA.

Remarks to the President’s Drug Advisory Council

July 22, 1992

Please be seated, and thank you very, very
much. I don’t know why they get such a
distinguished group here so early. I would
like the record to show that Jim and I are
almost on time. I saw some nervous looks
up at the sky. But here we are in the Rose
Garden. I look around this audience, and
I am very grateful not just for your being
here but for this wonderful level of partici-
pation in the fight against drugs.

Obviously, I remain not only grateful to
but most impressed with the work that Jim
Burke is doing. Bill Moss is with us today,
Michael Walsh, and then other members of
the President’s Drug Advisory Council.
Alvah Chapman, my heavens, what he’s
done not only on the national scene but
in the community there in Florida is re-
markable. And so many other business and
community leaders, I salute you all.

I would say this: I would like to salute
people who have helped achieve the im-
probable. You ask anyone with a teenager
or a grandchild, and drugs are no longer
cool. When we presented this bipartisan—
and we want to keep it that way—bipartisan
drug strategy almost 3 years ago, we put
great emphasis on the role of prevention
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in the private sector. Today, I just want to
thank all of you for what you've done to
help curb the drug use that declares open
season on the innocent.

The administration had hoped to cut the
overall drug use by 10 percent, and you
all helped surpass that goal. We wanted to
slash occasional cocaine use by 15 percent;
it went down 22. Three separate studies
confirm that adolescents’ use of cocaine
dropped 63 percent from 1988 to 1991. And
America, a lot of America, put it this way,
is clearly giving up drugs, and especially the
young. Therein lies an awful lot of hope.

This is an important start, and I empha-
size that word “‘start,” in a difficult fight.
Today, according to the national drug con-
trol policy, there are still up to 12 million
users of illegal drugs. That's why in Novem-
ber of 1989, we created the President’s
Drug Advisory Council to further mobilize
the private sector in our antidrug strategy.
And thus began a great crusade of citizen-
formed community coalitions against drugs.

In January I saw it firsthand when I met
with more than 700 coalition leaders attend-
ing your national leadership forum. I
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